
 The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

As we celebrate the Fifth Sunday of Easter, we hear Jesus using the metaphor  

that He is the vine, His Father is the vine grower and that we need to be branches grafted 

on to the True Vine, Jesus Christ.  What Jesus is trying to tell His disciples and us is that 

if we are going to remain as true followers of Him then our life in Him and with one 

another has to be seen as a vine with branches.  A branch cannot bear fruit apart from the 

vine so a follower of Jesus Christ will not bear fruit without being grafted onto Him.  

Reflect on this image for just a moment and then you will truly begin to see why we 

need Jesus Christ in our lives and why we need each other, in other the words, the 

Church.   

     From all three Scripture readings, we learn first that no one can live the Christian life 

on their own.  Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus, however powerful, could not 

replace the ongoing conversion and nurture that can only be experienced as part of the 

community of faith, the Church.  Saul had seen the Risen Lord, but that private 

experience did not cancel out his need for an ongoing faith community experience with 

the Lord’s Easter people.  Unlike the Newsweek cover story a few weeks ago that stated 

that all we need is Jesus, forget an organized group, the Christian faith must lived out in 

community in order to stay on course and mature; in isolation from the Church, an 

individual’s faith becomes warped, broken, or vulnerable.  Therefore, it makes no sense 

when someone says that he/she loves Jesus but do not love or even like the Church.  

Christians are not soloists; we are members of a holy choir that bring the best out of each 

other!  Had Saul, now known as Paul, tried to fulfill his calling as an apostle apart from 

the Church, he would have failed miserably, and we would have never heard of him.  

Paul knew this, and that is why he had to try to gain entrance into the fellowship of the 

believers, even though he surely knew that it would be very difficult for them to trust 

him.  

     Secondly, we see the power and grace of advocacy in all three readings but I would 

like for focus on the first reading as we see Barnabus sponsoring Paul before the Church. 

It would have been much more difficult for the Church in Jerusalem to accept Paul were 

it not for the human bridge of Barnabus.  This “son of encouragement,” as the apostles 

nicknamed him, was already known for his generosity providing for the poor out of his 

resources, but here we see him encouraging in a different way, using his influence and 

good reputation to vouch for Paul.  Surely, the advocacy of Barnabus helped some of the 

more timid believers to open up their hearts to Paul.  Is there a more beautiful picture 

than to see Paul introduced into the Church, with the arm of Barnabus around his 

shoulder?  Imagine if we too followed the example of Barnabus and introduced one our 

“timid friends to Church” to our faith community, helping him/her to find a home in our 

Church.  Wouldn’t be wonderful if we all took the risk and invited a wayward friend 

from Church to be part of our faith community, inviting them to sit with us, helping them 

through the new translation and then even introducing our friend to other Church 

members so that we can be seen as part of the faith community, the Church. 

     If we were not welcomed here at St. Stanislaus, where would we be?  Jesus is the 

Vine, we are the branches, and if we do not concretely live out faith by being welcoming 

and inviting where will, our Church be in ten years?  Will the Basilica of St. Stanislaus 



be a vibrant, faith-filled, evangelizing, prayerful, sharing time, talent, and treasure faith 

community in the years to come? 
 


